Don’t Top This!!!

It is that time of year when people’s eyes and thoughts go from inside the house to outside in
the yard. In a neighborhood with mature trees residents are often solicited by “tree crews” offering
to top their trees for a reasonable fee.

Topping a tree is one of the worst things anyone can
do. Years ago, topping was an acceptable practice, ,:1\2'.-
but as time has proven to arborists, topping a tree N &
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shoots grow quickly, bringing a topped tree back to |ts
original height faster and denser than a properly pruned
tree. They are attached weakly to the tree and break off
easily in storms. Permanent disfiguration will result.

Alternatives to topping include thinning out selected branches by ‘
cutting them back to their point of origin or to a side branch of suitable size: "
It reduces the height of the tree and spread while maintaining the intended lW‘
shape. Cuts won't be as noticable, water sprouts will not be as common, the ti
will have better health and pruning will be less frequent. Experts point out tha “ f
cuts should not be made where the branch comes off the trunk or another br bl
(the collar). The cuts should be made as close as possible to the collar withd ‘)‘ ‘\
injuring or removing it. § :

The tree’s manner of healing a wound of any sort is the formation of ney ’_. '
cells that make up callus tissue. This tissue closes up the wound. This is e AR Wi
to tree health and vitality. When a cut is made to a branch by topping, there is no
collar, and no defense against disease and decay. The tree is structurally weakened. Tree paint
applied after the cutting does not prevent decay, promote closure, or deter insect entry.

The best solution is to find a reputable firm that has knowledge and experience with trees and
have them prune your trees properly. Don’t top them, prune them!!

One of the most obvious signs of topping is the “‘ ‘ ‘ll\\Q /;’,
appearance of water sprouts just below the cut. Thes ' R £




